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Allotments 
Burstow Parish Council - 01342 841880
Copthorne & District Angling Society
General Secretary: Paul Whitfield 
01342 617360 - 07495565714
www.cdas1929@gmail.com
Copthorne Archive 
Sue Snelling - 07884 038002 
copthornearchive@gmail.com
Copthorne Art Group 
Margaret Jones - 01342 604609
Copthorne Cots2Tots 
(parent & baby/toddler group) 
Annabelle Mundy - 07732 335193
Copthorne Carnival 
Graham Casella - 01342 714291
grahamcasella@gmail.com
www.copthornecarnival.co.uk
Copthorne Chapel
www.copthornechapel.org.uk
Copthorne Cricket Club
Paul Smart - 07913 493974
www.copthorne.play-cricket.com
Copthorne Guides
(+ Rainbows, Brownies & Rangers)
Jo Wickes - 01342 716094
Copthorne Junior School
Head: Mrs Helen Denison
01342 712372
Copthorne Ladies Club
Sharon Cannon (President)
07905 403121
Beth Hilton (Secretary) 07411 699241
Copthorne Players
hello@copthorneplayers.co.uk
Copthorne Prep School
Head: Mr Nathan Close 01342 712311
Copthorne Scouts
Membership Secretary:
Jill Creek - 07720 533875
jill.creek@egscouts.org.uk
Copthorne Sports &  
Community Association 
www.copthorne-sca.co.uk
info@copthorne-sca.co.uk
FB: Copthorne Sports and Community Association Ltd

To add your organisation or change details, please  
contact the Editor - magazine@copthornechurch.org

Copthorne Silver Band
Sheila Feasey - 07889 681268
Copthorne Table Tennis Club
Karen Lelliott - 01342 719069
Copthorne Village Association
info@copthornevillage.org
www.copthornevillage.org
FB: Copthorne Village Association
Copthorne Village Badminton Club
Ian Hornsby - 01342 714754 
Copthorne WI
Sandy Ward - 01342 713076
secretarycopthorne@surreyfedwi.org.uk
Copthorne Youth Football Club
cyfc.sec@gmail.com
Crawley Bridge Club
Helen Kent - 01342 719779
Fairway Infant School
Head: Miss E. Singleton
01342 713691
Friday Friends
Pam Harrison
01342 717194
Heatherley Cheshire Home
Community Volunteers
Steve Collins - 07796368465
spinalroots@protonmail.com
The Little House Montessori Nursery 
Principle: Lisa Watkins - 07938 524184
Local Action Team - Vacant
Neighbourhood Watch - Vacant
N T C - TS Swiftsure
Commanding Officer: Stephen Gilbert
01293 571533 - swiftsure@ntc.org.uk
Chair: Gary Palmer - 07837 399196
www.ntc.org.uk/swiftsure
Peter Pan Playgroup
General Enquiries - 07745 255501
Waiting List: 01342 714692
www.peterpanplaygroup.co.uk
Probus Club of Horley & District
Derek Hanks - 01342 714411
www.probusclubhorley.org
Royal British Legion
Crawley & District Branch Secretary, 
Margaret Forde - 01342 714651

St John’s Church Office  
01342 712063  
office@copthornechurch.org
Vicar
Revd Wim Mauritz - 01342 457064
vicar@copthornechurch.org
Associate Vicar  
Revd Alexandra Wheeler - 01342 717561 
associate.vicar@copthornechurch.org
Churchwardens
David Hornsby - 07954 162319
Gillian Hodsdon - 07708 110481
Curate
Revd Fiona Coldicott - 07459 111591
curate@copthornechurch.org 
Treasurer
finance@copthornechurch.org
PCC Secretary
Cathy Sexton - 01342 716813
Sunshine Preschool
07963 501762
www.stjohnssunshinepreschool.co.uk
stjohnssunshine@hotmail.co.uk 
Worth Horticultural Society
Brian Burton - 07903 758258
worthhortisoc@gmail.com
Worth Parish Council  
Worth Council Offices, The Parish Hub, 
Borers Arms Road, Copthorne RH10 3ZQ 
01342 713407 clerk@worth-pc.gov.uk 
www.worth-pc.gov.uk

Copthorne Parish Hub  
Main Hall  Tracey Price - 07853 653649 
parish.hub@copthornechurch.org  
South Room Hannah Smith - 01342 713407 
deputyclerk@worth-pc.gov.uk 
Copthorne Scout Centre/Guide Hall
Lesley Dawson - 01342 716590 
Copthorne Jubilee Pavilion 
www.copthorne-sca.co.uk
info@copthorne-sca.co.uk
bookings_csca@outlook.com
Copthorne Village Hall
Adele Ruddock - 07716864623
cvh.enquiry@gmail.com
www.copthornevillagehall.co.uk
Copthorne Junior School
01342 712372
Delmar Morgan Centre
Christine Cheesmur - 01293 
881153/07912671962
Fairway Infant School
01342 713691

  (Copy) 1st March 2024   •   (Distribution)  22nd March 2024

Local contacts

Hall hire

Next copy date

DEFIBRILLATOR INFO  
www.defibfinder.uk
Closest to centre of Copthorne:  
The Parish Hub, Borers 
Arms Road, RH10 3ZQ

Also at:
• Copthorne School, Effingham Lane, RH10 3HR
• Gatwick FootGolf, Antlands Lane, Burstow, RH6 9TF
• Boating Club, Hedgecourt Lake, Felbridge, RH19 2QG
• Flanagan Butchers, Crawley Down, RH10 4HZ
• Nuffield Health Club, Crabbet Park, RH10 4SW
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Copthorne Magazine is printed on recycled paper and published six times a year by Copthorne Parish Church. It is issued free and is distributed by a  
team of volunteers. The support of advertisers in the magazine is greatly appreciated. However the fact that an advertisement appears in the magazine  
does not imply an endorsement of the product or services offered. Neither do the opinions expressed by authors necessarily reflect those of the publishers.

I always imagine at this time of the year sitting 
on top of a giant celestial clock from which I 

can see the whole year spanning out before me. It is nearly 5 past 
already with lots to plan and to look forward to. Merry recently gave 
me an Almanac, a really interesting book that gives special insight 
into the amazing things that happen at certain times of the year 
and leaving the reader with a deeper connection to 
our planet with all its wonders. So, find throughout 
the year, monthly snippets, in this issue January to 
March. Easter will be early this year - in fact almost 
at a quarter past the big celestial clock - so we are 
featuring it in this issue...                Fiona

As Alex says in ‘Alex Writes’, Easter is a moveable 
feast in the Christian calendar - but did you know the 
decision on when Easter falls dates back to AD 664.
Lots of the ‘feast days’ in the Christian calendar 
have older roots; for example, key dates in the Celtic 
agricultural year, which were assimilated by the 
early church in England, aware of the hold these 
rituals had on communities and keen to convert 
them to Christianity. Our Celtic ancestors would have 
celebrated Easter (or the goddess Eostre, as they 
knew it) as a time of sacrifice and rebirth - the yearly 
miracle of returning spring and new growth, before 
they were even aware of the Christian belief in the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
For example, Imbolc (February 1st), the Celtic festival 
marking the beginning of the lambing season, was 
celebrated by lighting fires to represent the sun 
getting hotter. Many believe there is a connection 
between Imbolc (the celebration of the Celtic 
goddess of spring, Brigid) and St Brigid, a patron 
saint of Ireland. 
After the Romans left our island (about AD 410), 
there was a power vacuum and Britain fragmented 
into several small kingdoms, including Northumbria 
(more or less what we call Northumberland and 
Yorkshire today). The native Celtic peoples who had 
been living under the jurisdiction of the Romans 
were left alone to defend their borders. There was 
a flood of immigration from Europe - the Angles, 
Saxons and Jutes (Germanic peoples) arrived from 
Denmark, for example, bringing with them a wave of 
Germanic pagan gods - Woden and Thor etc.
This meant a mix of pre-Roman Celtic beliefs, belief 
in Roman gods, paganism and early Christianity 
which had survived the Roman occupation mainly in 
the west of Britain; Ireland, Wales and Cornwall. And 
now a resurgence of missionaries from the church in 
Rome (at this point St Augustine established himself 
at Canterbury), aiming to reintroduce Christianity 
to Britain. However at the same time, Irish monks 
(who were based at Iona off the western coast 

of Scotland), undertook their own (independent) 
campaign of conversion.
At this point, when the 7th century began, 
Northumbria was the most powerful of all of the 
kingdoms in Britain - and had been Christianised by 
both Irish monks and those sent by St Augustine. 
From AD 614 to 680, a most amazing woman lived 
in Britain. She was Hild (now St Hilda), and was the 
abbess of Strenaeshalch, now Whitby, in Yorkshire.
Hild was part of the ruling family from the powerful 
kingdom of Northumbria, who decided to pursue a 
life dedicated to Christianity. In AD 657 Hild founded 
a double monastery at Whitby, for both men and 
women to study Christianity, and turned Whitby into 
a centre for literacy and learning. It became one of 
the most important religious centres in the Anglo-
Saxon world and gave Hild great influence. According 
to Bede (8th-century historian of Christian England), 
‘even kings and princes sought and received her 
counsel’. What a result for girl power in the male 
dominated warrior environment of Anglo-Saxon 
England.
It was at Hild’s monastery in Whitby that the future of 
Easter in Britain was decided. 
Hild hosted a meeting of religious leaders in 664 
(the Synod of Whitby) to determine when Easter 
was celebrated. This was a turning point as it settled 
whether religious practices in England would follow 
the Roman Christian tradition from Italy or the Celtic 
from Ireland. In 664 Easter for the Irish church fell 
on the 14th April and for the Roman church 21st 
April, confusing people and leading some to doubt 
whether adopting the Christian faith was the right 
thing to do (the discrepancy was down to different 
traditions as to when the spring equinox fell). As 
Easter was the most important event in the Christian 
calendar, Hild hosted the synod and King Oswiu 
of Northumbria decided in favour of adopting the 
Roman formula of deciding the dates, and that is 
what we still use today.             

Merry

Happy New Year 
to all  our Readers!
New year - new email address!
If you have anything you’d like us to 
feature please get in touch on...
magazine@copthornechurch@org
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WEDNESDAY 10.30 AM
Holy Communion

WORSHIP at St John’s Church

DURING THE WEEK
TUESDAY 9.15 AM

Morning prayer
THURSDAY 9.15 AM

Morning prayer

SUNDAY

copthornechurch.org

A quiet Holy Communion service
that follows the pattern set out in the Book of Common Prayer.

A traditional service
with hymns accompanied by the organ and choir.

An informal service
relaxed, all-age celebration with worship and teaching.

9.30 AM

8 AM

11 AM

CONTACT ADDRESS
St John’s Church Office (at the Church) Church Road, Copthorne 
RH10 3RD (Mon, Tue & Thu: 10am – 2 pm)

ENQUIRIES
Church: 01342 712063 or office@copthornechurch.org 
Parish Hub: 07853 653649 or copthornehub@gmail.com  
Vicar:  01342 457064 or vicar@copthornechurch.org 
Assoc Vicar: 01342 717561 or associate.vicar@copthornechurch.org 
Curate: 07459 111591or curate@copthornechurch.org 

Several of our services are also live-streamed via the St John’s 
Facebook page and made available on the church’s YouTube 

channel. Occasionally our church services will be run as ticketed 
events. For more details see copthornechurch.org 

copthornechurch.org

GROWING IN LOVE
for God & each other

SPECIAL SEASONAL SERVICES

Ash Wednesday
14th February – 10.30am

A service of Holy Communion
with Prayer and Ashes

Mothering Sunday
10th March – 11am

A special service to celebrate those 
who care for us

Palm Sunday
24th March – 9.30 & 11am

Celebration Services with Palm 
Crosses

Good Friday
29th March – 10.30am

Good Friday All-age Service
Easter Sunday

31st March – 8am & 10.30am
Easter Communion & Celebration 

Services
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Alex Writes 
Lent & Easter 2024

It seems that no sooner than we 
are taking down the Christmas tree 
and packing away the decorations, 
then we are looking ahead to 
Easter, which is particularly early 
this year. For the first time in a 
little while perhaps, we might 
have a display of daffodils in our 
churchyard on Easter Sunday.
The name Easter comes from 
ancient Saxon festival, Eostre,  
celebrating spring, and possibly 
a goddess of that name too. 
Quite where Easter bunnies 
and eggs came from is a bit of a 
mystery. There are stories of the 
goddess changing a bird into a 
hare or rabbit which then laid 
multicoloured eggs. Easter eggs 
are a symbol of new birth and life 
too. Easter is the classic moveable 
feast, changing date each year and 
is always preceded in the Church by 
a period of Lent which is a time of 
reflection, beginning immediately 
after Shrove Tuesday. 

We love our pancakes which were 
traditionally made to use up the 
last of the butter and eggs before 
starting a period of fasting.
Ash Wednesday comes straight 
afterwards, coinciding with 
Valentine’s Day this year. The clue 
is in the name of course, ashes for 
repentance to mark the start of 
Lent; an opportunity to say sorry 
for the times when we are not the 
person we should be. Did you know 
the ashes we use are made from 
ground up palm crosses like the 
ones we weave on Palm Sunday? 
Our Ash Wednesday service this 
year is in St John’s at 10.30am.
At first these two sound like polar 
opposites - a day of soul-searching  
juxtaposed on a day of celebration 
of love. There are different kinds 
of love of course, love of parents 
for their children, partners for 
each other, friendship and also 
love for humankind, known as 

agapé. Agapé love is precisely 
the message of Easter. Christians 
believe that when Jesus died on 
the cross, he made it possible 
for us to be forgiven once and 
for all. He showed us love in its 
purest form, by dying for us and 
then rising again in new body 
so that we too could live forever. 
You may remember that phrase 
from the Bible that we hear read 
out on Remembrance Sunday; 
‘Greater love has no one than this: 
to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends’.  Jesus spoke those words 
and showed each of us that love. 
Perhaps you have noticed our plain 
wooden cross which appears on 
the Green on Good Friday. Look out 
for it again on Easter Sunday when 
it will be covered with beautiful 
flowers as a wonderful  celebration 
of new life. 

Alex
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Christian Aid aims to provide 
humanitarian relief and 
long-term development 
support for poor 
communities worldwide, 
while highlighting suffering, 
tackling injustice, and 
championing people’s rights.
It is part of the Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) 
and works with people of all 
faiths, or none. 
Copthorne has supported the work 
of Christian Aid for many, many 
years. Some collectors, who know 
‘their roads’ well and have been 
the collector for a long time, will be 
doing a House-to-House collection. 
For most of the village we will be:

Christian Aid Week 
12th to 18th May

Join us for a  

Tea Afternoon  
on  

Saturday 18th May
St John’s church, 2pm – 4pm
Or donations can be made at 

caweek.org

DESIGN A 
SPRING
COVER FOR THE  
NEXT MAGAZINE 
Are you 18 or under?
Get your creative juices flowing 
and draw, photograph, paint, 
sketch, design, collage, create, 
bake, carve... (you get the idea!) 
a cover for the next issue of the 
magazine. The only brief is that it 
has to reflect the season of spring 
and be (very approximately!) 
216mm x 244mm. 
Send your artworks to us at 
magazine@copthornechurch.org  
on or before 1st March - the 
winner will see their design on 
next issue’s cover!

Harvest Festival with games, stalls and live music

Looking back at Autumn 2023

The launch of Monday Toddler Time

Brick Church for everyone Pumpkin carving at the 11am service

Youth campfire and film night 

Rededication of the Memorial Garden at All SoulsAnnual Wave of Light

Two minutes silence on Remembrance Sunday

• Delivering envelopes. 
• Providing collection points for 
you to return your envelope 
during the week. There will be 
a note of addresses with your 
envelope. Look out for the posters 
in windows or outside homes.
• Holding street collections on the 
morning of Saturday 18th May 
outside our shops. 
• Having a Tea Afternoon on 
Saturday 18th May, in church, 
2pm – 4pm.  
If you can help with any of the 
above, particularly in the new 
areas of Holly Drive and Heathy 
Wood, please contact Monica on 

01342 713584, or  
monica@thepolleys.co.uk.  
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who helps in any way. 
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MR Computing

● Punctual visits at an agreed time or collection & drop off service.
● Apple & Windows computer & tablet/phone support for Business & Home.
● Reliable wireless range improvement for Home & Business.
● Most work carried out in a one hour visit. Fixed price workshop repairs.
● Repairs, speedup and maintenance, Data transfer/recovery, Computer
   malware/virus removal.
● New computers supp● New computers supplied/set up and made to
   feel familiar.

Local, Professional and Family Owned
business since 2005

NO FIX NO FEE & NO CALL OUT CHARGE

38 years of combined experience in IT

Website - www.mrcomputing.net
Reviews - mrcomputing.net/reviews

01342 349109

office@mrcomputing.net

or
0800 6129534

Call Mark
& Sue on:

Email:
&

Sports injury or aching muscles and joints?
Osteopath Jo Barber can help relieve 
the pain of backache, headaches, frozen 
shoulder, whiplash, arthritis, postural 
problems and many other ailments.  
AXA PPP and BUPA recognised.  
www.osteopathysussex.co.uk

The Ark
Turners Hill
RH10 4RA 

01342 712266 

Piano lessons !
Fully qualified with 27+ years experience

Sharon Harris BA Hons LRSM.  07789 172473
sjharris.pianoteacher@gmail.com
From £19 per 30 mins.       Can be online 

Friendly teacher welcomes beginners + returners

Advertise in this space  
for £16.80 per issue 

Tell us more! 
Tell us about your... Job 
Vacancies, Volunteering 
Opportunities, Clubs, Events, 
Productions and more! 
If you are interested in telling 
our readers more about your 
Business, we are happy to offer 
existing or prospective advertisers 
Editorial Space! 
And if you are participating in 
a Fundraising Event we offer 
Sponsorship in exchange for 
a small paragraph about your 
event! 
Contact:
magazine@copthornechurch.org

Find updates and enjoy services  
at copthornechurch.org
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Worth Parish Council Newsletter
Copthorne Village
New Year 2024

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Parish Council Staff Retiring
At the end of the year, the council said goodbye to 
two long serving members of staff. John Smith, our 
groundsman, was a familiar sight to residents as he 
helped keep both villages tidy, and the Crawley Down 
allotment site maintained. John has been with the 
council for nearly 30 years, so will be missed by many.
Ellen Smith, our finance officer, also left the council 
after ten years in post. Many did not realise that she 
is John’s wife, so we hope that they will enjoy their 
retirement together.
Allotment Gate Code Has Changed
The Crawley Down allotment gate code was changed 
on Monday 8 January 2024. All allotment tenants in 
Crawley Down and Copthorne will have been notified 
with the new code. 
CCTV
Work is currently taking place to prepare for the 
installation of CCTV cameras in the parish. It is 
proposed that four CCTV cameras are fitted initially 
– two in Copthorne and two in Crawley Down. In 
Copthorne they will be located by the recreation 
ground and the village green; and in Crawley Down, by 
the play area and on the corner of Burleigh Way.

Once installed, these cameras will be monitored in 
the control room of Sussex Police to support the 
prevention, investigation and detection of crime, 
the apprehension and prosecution of offenders, the 
maintenance of public order and the reduction of 
vandalism.
Make sure you follow us on Facebook for all the latest 
news https://www.facebook.com/worthparishcouncil. 
Copthorne Recreation Ground Rejuvenation Project 
At the time of writing this, our planning application for 
this project still rests with Mid Sussex District Council 
who have further questions about the plans. We hope 
to hear a decision soon. 
We are also applying for funding for this project – 
section106 monies, the Community Ownership Fund 
and the National Lottery Fund. 
We will ensure that we keep 
our webpage dedicated 
to this project up to date, 
so scan the QR code or 
follow us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/
worthparishcouncil. 

‘Worth Parish Council would like to wish all the residents of Copthorne and 
Crawley Down a happy and healthy 2024’

FORTHCOMING MEETING DATES
You can view the agendas for all forthcoming meetings and the minutes of meetings that have already been held 
on our website at www.worth-pc.gov.uk. Click on ‘council meetings’. 

Monday 4 March 2024  Finance & General Purposes, followed by Planning & Highways Committee
Monday 18 March 2024  Full Council, followed by Amenities and Assets Committee
Monday 8 April 2024 Finance & General Purposes, followed by Planning & Highways Committee

COPTHORNE COMMUNITY CLEAN UP
Please find below the dates for future community litter picks in Copthorne. 
They will all start at 9.30am at The Parish Hub in Copthorne. As usual, 
we will provide the litter picking equipment but if you do have your 
own, please bring this along. If you would like to join us or register your 
interest, please email enquiries@worth-pc.gov.uk.

•  Sunday 14 January
•  Saturday 24 February
•  Sunday 24 March
•  Saturday 27 April
•  Sunday 9 June
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I’m Drew, and I am your local Youth Support Worker. I run both youth clubs in Copthorne 
and Crawley Down. 
I grew up in New York City and had the privilege of playing professional and international 
basketball for England. I’m good at motivating young people and connecting with them 
through sport. 
The best part of my job is watching young people come to a safe 
space to have fun and achieve the best possible outcomes. Why not 
come along to one of the youth clubs and find out what is it all about?

• Monday 13.30-17.30, The Haven Centre, Crawley Down.
• Wednesday 14.00-16.00, The Pavilion, Copthorne.
For Years 5 and up. They are completely FREE and there is no need to book! 
I look forward to meeting you! 

YOUTH CLUBS

MORE ABOUT US AND WHAT WE DO

REPORTING PARKING PROBLEMS
Did you know that you can contact Mid Sussex District 
Council (MSDC) if you see a vehicle parked where 
you think it should not be? For example, if a vehicle 
is parked on a yellow line, or parked all day in a place 
where it is only meant to stay one or more hours.
When MSDC receives a report, a Civil Enforcement 
Officer (CEO) will be asked to go and assess the 
situation. If a vehicle is parked where it should not be 
then a Penalty Charge Notice may be issued.  
How to report a parking problem:
If you see a vehicle parked where you think it should 
not be, you can report it: By phone on 01444-477212 

and select option 2. This is a 24-hour answer phone 
service so please leave a message. MSDC aim to attend 
within one hour of receiving the complaint between 
9am and 5pm, Monday to Saturday.
For problems that do not need a response within 
one hour, please use our parking problem online 
reporting form here https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/
forms/?form=42248&w=1. 
The online form should not be used to report vehicles 
that are parked on an unmarked road. That means it is 
an unrestricted area and the council has no powers to 
enforce. 

Would you 
like the Worth 
Parish Council 
newsletter 
delivered 
straight to your 
inbox? You can 
sign up here 
https://forms.
office.com/r/
y6S4VszGms - or 
use the QR code.



10 Copthorne Magazine - February 2024

Useful contacts:
Anti-social Behaviour 
Call 101 
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
https://www.sussex.police.uk/ro/report/asb/
asb/report-antisocial-behaviour

Anti-social Driving and Abandoned 
Vehicles 
http://www.operationcrackdown.org

Noise Issues 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/environment/noise-
issues/pollution@midsussex.gov.uk 
01444 477292

One Network – Find out about 
roadworks in your area 
https://one.network/uk/westsussex 

Planning 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/planning

Report a Problem with a Road or 
Pavement 
West Sussex County Council has changed 
the process for reporting road and 
pavement issues. If you want to report a 
problem with a road or pavement, please 
now use this link: 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-
travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-
with-a-road-or-pavement/?fbclid=IwAR3fRL1o
J546Pk0m08gUUDuF_nDHFZ89IBDk6QaRkW-
StvfGA11d3G47fOk 

West Sussex County Council Highways 
can also be called on 01243 642105. 
For anyone with a hearing impairment 
textphone is: 18001 01243 642105. Phone 
lines are open Monday-Friday, 8.00am-
6.00pm.

Street Lights 
Street lighting in Worth Parish is partly the 
responsibility of Worth Parish Council and 
partly of West Sussex County Council. Any 
Worth Parish Council streetlighting faults 
should be reported to the Worth Parish 
Council office on 01342 713407 or at 
enquiries@worth-pc.gov.uk. Other lighting 
faults should be reported to West Sussex 
County Council at: 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-
and-travel/maintaining-roads-verges-and-
pavements/lights-markings-and-signs/
streetlights-illuminated-signs-and-bollards

Sussex Safer Roads Partnership 
https://sussexsaferroads.gov.uk

Parish Councillor Contact Details
To assist compliance with data protection, any email contact regarding council 
matters should be made via the email addresses listed below:

Crawley Down & Turners Hill Ward 
John Hitchcock John.hitchcock@midsussex.gov.uk  01342 716831
Ian Gibson  Ian.gibson@@midsussex.gov.uk 01342 716790
Copthorne & Worth Ward 
Chris Phillips Christopher.phillips@midsussex.gov.uk 01342 712668 
Graham Casella  Graham.casella@midsussex.gov.uk 07710 019516

Mid Sussex District Councillor Contact Details

West Sussex County Councillor Contact Details
Worth Forest Ward (including Copthorne)
Bruce Forbes Bruce.forbes@westsussex.gov.uk 01342 719866
Imberdown Ward (including Crawley Down)
Ian Gibson Ian.gibson@westsussex.gov.uk 01342 716790

Worth Parish Council Officers
Clerk Jennifer Nagy  clerk@worth-pc.gov.uk        
Finance Officer Vacancy  rfo@worth-pc.gov.uk 
Assistant Clerk Hannah Smith deputyclerk@worth-pc.gov.uk
Comms & IT Admin Stacey Westbrook comms@worth-pc.gov.uk 
Youth Worker Drew Sewell youth@worth-pc.gov.uk

CONTACT DETAILS

Crawley Down Ward
Phillip Coote Phillip.coote@worth-pc.gov.uk 01342 713443
Alex Cruickshank Alex.cruickshank@worth-pc.gov.uk 01342 714328
Ian Gibson  Ian.gibson@@worth-pc.gov.uk 01342 716790
Sue Kipps Sue.kipps@worth-pc.gov.uk  01342 718289
Peter Bingle Peter.bingle@worth-pc.gov.uk  07881 927462
Clare Pointer Clare.pointer@worth-pc.gov.uk 07762 132538
Kerry Scott Kerry.scott@worth-pc.gov.uk 01342 712213
Therese Wilson Therese.wilson@worth-pc.gov.uk 07970 616728
Liz Williams Liz.williams@worth-pc.gov.uk 07887 575867
Copthorne & Worth Ward
Graham Casella Graham.casella@worth-pc.gov.uk 07710 019516
Tony Dorey Tony.dorey@worth-pc.gov.uk 07802 359123
Andrew Dymond Andrew.dymond@worth-pc.gov.uk 07834 486098
Trevor Hodsdon Trevor.hodsdon@worth-pc.gov.uk 07771 810220
Bob King Bob.king@worth-pc.gov.uk 07851 332918
Eddie Lord Eddie.lord@worth-pc.gov.uk 01342 714905
Chris Phillips Chris.phillips@worth-pc.gov.uk 01342 712668
Lauraine Stewart Lauraine.stewart@worth-pc.gov.uk 07811 223387

Worth Parish Council

Facebook 
@worthparishcouncil

The Council Offices are open to the public 9:30 am to 12 noon Monday - Friday
Worth Parish Council, First Floor, The Parish Hub, Borers Arms Rd, Copthorne, West Sussex, RH10 3ZQ

www.worth-pc.gov.uk

Telephone 
01342 713407

Email 
enquiries@ 

worth-pc.gov.uk
Instagram 

@worthparishyouth
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West Sussex County Councillor Contact Details
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A New Year, a new you! Have you wondered about how to be more involved in 
village life? Do you want to meet people and make new friends? Would you like 
to get out and about to new places, near and far? Are you seeking new skills 
and interests? Then why not join the Copthorne WI?

The WI is open to women of all ages, come along and see for yourself, we are a 
friendly group. Guests are welcome for a small fee which covers refreshments. 
We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 7.45pm in the village hall 
on Copthorne Bank. *See us on Facebook Copthorne WI.

Here are a few pictures of our Christmas  
celebrations with entertainment from Marco  
the Magician. Needless to say everyone had a  
great time!

Join in the RSPB’s 
Big Garden 
Birdwatch on the 
26-28th January 
and watch out for 
its findings 

Over the Christmas period at 
the corner of Broadfield drive, 
we visited a magic tree (white 
hawthorn) that had only a few 
minutes previously, provided a 
banquet for a flock of waxwing. 
The birds tantalisingly had all 
moved away leaving behind 
a flock of eager twitchers, 
monoscopes pointing at the 
pavement, while they waited 
patiently for the birds to return, 
which they did - a few days later.
Waxwings are rare, sleek and 
stunning Scandinavian visitors 
that will devour some of the 
tougher winter berries. They are 
quite unperturbed by humans 
and will eat and leave on their 
own terms. Once they have found 
a laden tree they won’t leave the 
tree until it is stripped bare.
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Recently Bruce Bunning got in touch to ask if we would be 
interested in archiving a few bits and pieces relating to the 
Copthorne Squash Club which he started building in 1978, adjacent 
to the Copthorne Hotel’s newly built staff accommodation - of course 
we would!  We now have the original membership book, photos 
of the building of the clubhouse and six courts by builders A W 
Stanford, Lingfield, plus a few magazines from the 1980s. The club 
opened in December 1979 - at that time the hotel was owned by 
Goodhews, and hotel guests were able to use the facilities.
Bruce owned and ran the club for 20 years, during which time 
it became hugely successful, hosting local league and national 
competitions, in addition to being a very popular social venue; 
judging by some photos Bruce posted on the Friends of Old 
Cophorne Facebook group they certainly knew how to party, and 
seemed particularly keen on fancy dress!  A sauna, solarium, 
children’s room, the balcony, and of course the licensed bar, added  
to the venue’s appeal, with annual squash membership £45 in 
1980/81, and £15 for social membership. Send us your memories 
and photos!
Our remit is to research and preserve the history of our village.   
The digital world we now live in means that there is less of a paper 
trail these days, so if you’re 
having a sort out and come 
across, for example, a receipt 
from a local business or your 
property’s sales particulars, 
don’t bin it, but send it our 
way. We’re all intrigued by the 
past, and in 50 years’ time 
someone will be interested 
in that photo of your football 
team – so don’t forget to add 
the date, location, and names 
of people in your photos!

Copthorne Village Millennium Group
The Copthorne Archive,  
The Parish Hub, Borers Arms Road,  
Copthorne RH10 3ZQ 
CopthorneArchive@gmail.com 
Facebook: The Copthorne Archive 
Tel: 07884 038002

‘Copthorne,  
the story so far’  

A very interesting  
read for anyone  

new to the village  
Only £10 

Contact:  
The Copthorne Archive 

CopthorneArchive@gmail.com 
Facebook: The Copthorne Archive 

Tel: 07884038002

Friday Friends
We meet once a month on 
a Friday in The Hub. Come 
and join us for a cuppa, 
cake and a chat. Please 
call Pam Harrison on 01342 
717194 for 
more information

FEB

The coldest time of 
the year. If there is 
snow, why not make 
a traditional Swedish 
Snölykta or Snow 
lantern? 

Start by making snowballs and place 
them in a circle on the ground. Build 
up the walls using more snowballs 
tapering them into a cone shape but 
leaving lots of gaps. Lower in some 
switched on LED fairy lights (or lit 
candles) and finish off the top with 
more snowballs.
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The CVA’s role in the community 
is to be the non-political voice 
of the village in order to protect 
the area from unwanted and 
unnecessary developments and 
to help and encourage positive 
and beneficial ones. We represent 
the community’s wishes as a unit, 
thereby increasing the influence 
of everyone when dealing with 
these problems. 
We recently sponsored and helped 
run the Copthorne Christmas 
event which was a great success 
and was enjoyed by many 
members of the village. There 
was an excellent turnout despite 
the very cold weather and we 
were pleased to welcome many 
new members who joined the 
association. We look forward to an 
even bigger and better event this 
year.
We were also able to host a 
meeting in January regarding 

the district plan with particular 
focus on the proposed Crabbet 
Park development. This meeting 
was a great success in passing 
information to residents and 
offering the opportunity to 
directly ask our councillors 
questions relating to this scheme. 
This has helped members gain 
a better understanding of the 
overall development of the Mid 
Sussex District Plan, as well as 
specific information as to the 
future plans for Copthorne. The 
consultation period for this plan 
is open until 23rd February and 
submissions can be made via the 
MSDC website. 
It is our hope and intention 
for this year to help increase 
the cohesion of the village 
community by improving the 
way we communicate with our 
members and to be more widely 
informative in order to give 

people independent unbiased 
information relating to planning 
and infrastructure, so that we can 
continue to act on behalf of the 
community.
To aid this we will be launching a 
new website, which will contain 
helpful information and advice 
as well as make joining and 
renewing your membership of the 
association more streamlined.
If you are not a member of the 
association and wish to join please 
contact us by one of the methods 
at the top of the page.

Now Christmas and New Year 
are over, serious planning is 
underway for this year’s event, 
which will take place on Saturday 
29th June, on the village green. 
As I mentioned in my last article, 
there are some changes in the 
format this year, one being 
the return of the arena in the 
afternoon. If you have a group 
that would like to have a slot 
in the arena to showcase your 
talents to the village, please 
contact us as soon as possible by 

emailing to copthornecarnival@
gmail.com.
Over the next few weeks letters 
will be going out to all our existing 
stallholders and those who have 
registered an interest in having 
a stall this year. Please reply to 
these quickly, as we have limited 
space and fill up fast. 
We will also be contacting our 
existing advertisers, with regard 
to this year’s programme. If you 
have not advertised before and 
would like an advert please email 
us at the above address. 
Finally, two very important 
matters.
Firstly, every year the carnival 
gets more expensive to put on, 
and over the last couple of years 

costs have shot up. We are badly 
in need of some sponsors for the 
event. I appreciate that times are 
hard for everyone at the moment, 
but if you run a local business and 
would like to be involved in the 
event please get in touch.
Secondly, and perhaps most 
importantly, due to work and 
personal commitments our 
committee numbers have 
dropped, and we seriously 
need some more people to help 
organise and put on the event. If 
you would like to be part of the 
team that arranges the biggest 
event in the village each year, 
please contact me.
Graham Casella
Chairman - 07710 019516
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WORTH 

HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 

Founded in 1882 
 
 

SUMMER 
PRODUCE 

SHOW 
 

SUNDAY 30th JULY 
 

In the Dunlop Hall at The Ark 
Turners Hill 

2.00 pm – 4.30 pm 
 

 

       Come along & enter your home grown vegetables,  
      Fruits & flowers, preserves & cookery, photography, 
        handicrafts, floral art & dedicated childrens classes. 

For a copy of the Programme & Show Entry Form 
         email: worthhortisoc@gmail.com 

 or Tel:  07903 758258 
                     OPEN TO ALL -  ADMISSION FREE 

 

 

The WHS’s Spring Show & Table 
Top Sale will be held on Sunday 7th 
April 2024 at The Ark, Turners Hill, 
so now is the time to be preparing 
for your entries. Open to all and 
entry is free.
Show schedules for 2024 are 
currently being printed and will 
be sent out to all our members. 
Additional copies will be 
available on request via email to 

worthhortisoc@gmail.com, or may 
be downloaded from our Facebook 
page. 
The WHS welcomes new members, 
if you would like to know more 
about us, please contact us on 
07887 755336.
The days are getting longer, so 
what better way to start the New 
Year than by sowing & growing. 
Happy Days! 

Sunday 18th Feb
Sunday 21st April
Sunday 26th May

   11am 

Sunday 18th Feb
Sunday 21st April
Sunday 26th May

   11am 

Spot the Difference!
Following on from the Copthorne Players’ fantastic 
panto of Cinderella this year, here is a photo of the 
superb cast. But see if you can notice some distinct 
wardrobe malfunctions on the second photo. There are 
6 differences - see if you can spot them! Answers on p18.
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Part of the Countess of  
Huntingdon’s Connexion

For more details please phone 01342 713172   copthornechapel.org.uk

 
No sooner have we packed away our Christmas tree and decorations than we 
are turning our thoughts to Easter, which is very early this year starting with 
Maundy Thursday on the 28th March and finishing on the 1st April.    
So here are our services over the Easter period.
28th March  7.00 pm  Maundy Thursday service
29th March  10.30 am  Good Friday service
31st March  10.30 am Easter Sunday service
All Easter services to be taken by Pastor Gordon Hamilton and are followed by 
tea/coffee.
Sadly, before Christmas we lost one of our longest serving Chapel members, 
Bernard Mayo. He had been an active member of our Chapel for in excess of  
40 years. He was a former Trustee of the Connexion, acting as Treasurer for 
them and us for a number of years. He will be much missed.
We are still continuing our popular Bible Studies on Tuesday evenings at  
7.00 pm, either in the Chapel or at two venues, one in the village and one at 
Crawley Down.  These last approximately an hour and a half and are run by 
Pastor Gordon.  Anyone wishing to attend please phone 01342 713172 first  
to confirm location.  New members would be welcome.

Answers to Spot the Difference: 1. Buttons has lost a button!   
2. Chanel has squeezed her foot into Cinder’s glass slipper... 
ouch!  3. Coco has decided to go purple this season  4. One of 
the dancer’s skirts has come out in spots!  5. Cinders has now 
lost her tiara as well as her slipper!  6. Fairy Nuff has swapped 
her magic wand for a fab-u-lous rainbow feather duster.

We wish all 
readers a happy 

and healthy 
New Year!

MARCH

This year, on the 20th March ‘the vernal 
or spring equinox falls at 03.06. This is the 
moment at which the centre of the sun is 
directly above the equator. It will occur again 
at the autumn equinox in September.’ *

*The Almanac, A Seasonal Guide to 2024 - Lia Leendertz
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A very Happy New Year from all at Copthorne Ladies 
Club! 
The end of last year saw a dramatic display of Turkish 
dancing from Jean, a lady who began dancing when 
she retired and 18 years later is still doing it! Her 
fitness, clear love of the music and beautiful, intricate 
costumes were/was very inspiring. 
Following that in December, we held our traditional 
Christmas dinner, with fantastic catering by All 
Seasons Catering and beautiful background singing 
entertainment from the niece of one of our ladies,  
for which a donation was made to her chosen charity,  

St Catherine’s Hospice. It was a great night enjoyed 
by all, superb food and plenty of it, dancing, and even 
Santa made an appearance to see who had been 
naughty and nice. Luckily it seems we had all been 
good as everyone got a gift!
Our January meeting will see the return of chair yoga 
with the lovely Louise, guaranteed to get us all moving 
and stretching again post the festive break! 
Copthorne Ladies meet every first Thursday of the 
month from 7.45pm in the Guide Hall on Borers Arms 
Road.
    Beth Hilton, Secretary 

Copthorne Ladies Club

After 90 weeks, the completion of 
the state-of-the-art hospice saw 
Barnes Construction handing a 
ceremonial key to St Catherine’s to 
symbolise the end of the build and 
the start of a new home for the 
much-loved charity, that provides 
palliative and end of life care 
throughout West Sussex and East 
Surrey. 
Designed by Building Ideas and 
LSI Architects, and built by Barnes 
Construction, the new hospice 
is 41,000 sq ft - one and a half 
times the size of St Catherine’s 
current site on Malthouse Road in 
Crawley. 
The impressive facility provides St 
Catherine’s with 24 patient rooms, 
each with their own garden and 
en-suite facilities, and space for 
relatives to stay overnight with 
their loved ones.  
It also has improved facilities 
for people being cared for in the 
community, with a wellbeing 
centre, a gym, counselling rooms, 
a reflective space and areas for 
music and art therapies.
It even includes a hair and beauty 
salon for patients and members of 
the local community to use. 

Mark Hart, Joint Managing 
Director of Barnes Construction 
said, ‘It has been an absolute 
privilege and honour for Barnes 
Construction to lead on the 
construction of this wonderful 
new hospice. This structure stands 
not just as bricks and mortar, 
but as a testament to everyone’s 
commitment to compassionate 
care and the well-being of those 
facing life’s most challenging 
moments.  
The key that we have handed 
over to St Catherine’s Hospice 
today to mark the completion, is 
not merely a symbol of access, 
but a symbol of hope; a key to 
a haven where skilled hands 
and compassionate hearts will 
continue to work tirelessly to 
enhance the quality of life for 
those requiring care at the end of 
their lives.’ 
Giles Tomsett, St Catherine’s 
Hospice Chief Executive said, ‘This 
project has been 10 years in the 
making and receiving this key 
from Barnes Construction today 
marks the end of an incredible 
journey. As we take ownership of 
our impressive new home, I want 

Mark Hart, Giles Tomsett and Terry  
O’Leary at St Catherine’s key handover  
(Credit: Makki Photography) 

to thank our local community in 
East Surrey and West Sussex for 
their unwavering support and for 
making this building a reality. 
For 40 years, St Catherine’s has 
proudly provided our outstanding 
care, but demand is high and 
we need to reach more people 
who need us. Our incredible new 
hospice will ensure that we can 
help more people, on our wards 
and out in the community, who 
are facing the end of their lives, 
both now and for generations to 
come.’ 
St Catherine’s non-clinical staff will 
be moving into the new hospice 
from Monday 27 November 
and clinical staff and patients 
will be moving in at the start of 
December. 
To find out more about St 
Catherine’s Hospice or to make a 
donation please visit stch.org.uk. 

On 23 November the new £19.5 million St Catherine’s Hospice 
at Pease Pottage was officially handed over to the charity, 
marking the end of its construction. 
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Peter Pan Playgroup

P r e - S c h o o l  C o r n e r

Village Hall, Copthorne Bank   
RH10 3RE   Tel: 07745 255501
www.peterpanplaygroup.co.uk 
info@peterpanplaygroup.co.uk

Like our Facebook page! 
Peterpan playgroup Copthorne

A Happy New Year! We welcomed 
everyone back after a lovely break, 
hearing about what Father Christmas 
brought them. The lead up to 
Christmas was exciting and included 
making cards, calendars, decorating 
trees, wrapping up boxes whilst 
learning about shape and size, and 
a Christmas themed role-play. We 
once again invited the parents of our 
older children to an afternoon of craft 
activities with their little ones, then 
finished the term with a party, being 
entertained by a magician and a special 
visitor in his sleigh!
This term we welcomed more new 
children who are settling in very well. 
We have many fun-filled activities 
based around the childrens’ interests 
and ideas whilst extending their 
learning, covering all areas of the EYFS, 
in a safe and happy environment. 
Using one of our favourite books The 
Colour Monster, we encourage the 
children to recognise and understand 
emotions in themselves and others 
and, by talking about how they are 
feeling they develop empathy, learn to 
resolve conflicts, make friends, and feel 
good about themselves.
We are open term time for children 
aged 2-4, Mon-Fri, either 9.00am-
3.00pm or 9.15am-3.15pm, with the 
option of an early start at 8.30/8.45am, 
plus lunch clubs. Please see our 
website for more details. If you are 
interested in a place, we now have 
a waiting list, please either email or 
telephone.

Wednesdays  
1:30-2:30pm, term time, 

NOW IN THE CHURCH

•No booking needed

•Buggies can be safely 
brought into the church

A great place to meet new 
people if you have just had 
a baby or have a toddler/

pre-schooler that likes to play! 
Come and have a chat and a 
coffee and let your child enjoy 

socialising with others.

 • Separate baby area with 
mats and baby toys

 • Wide range of  
toys & activities 

 • Baby weighing scales

For more info,  
contact Annabelle  
on 07732 335193

Wow, what a lovely end to last term 
we had, with our Santa’s grotto, 
Christmas play, fair and then the last 
day of term with an entertainer! All 
the children loved every moment!
We are excited to announce some 
BIG NEWS for 2024! We are very 
happy to announce that WE HAVE 
MOVED TO THE DELMAR MORGAN 
CENTRE. We are so excited about 
the new move, and to have a lovely 
big garden that will allow us to have 
free flow between the hall and the 
garden, with lots of new equipment 
to come too.
This term we will be talking all about  
healthy eating, our bodies, and our 
teeth. We will promote this in all 
areas of development and all our 
activites.
Our pre-school hours are Monday to 
Friday 9.15 to 12.15, with an option 
of lunch until 1.15 or an option of 
all day until 2.15. We also offer an 
early start at 8.45, and we accept 
15 hours and 30 hours funding. We 
take children from 2 to 4 years old, 
term time only.
Please contact Kim or Jo by emailing  
stjohnssunshine@hotmail.co.uk for 
more information. 

The Delmar Morgan Centre, Copthorne 
Bank, RH10 3QX   Tel: 07963 501762
www.stjohnssunshinepreschool.co.uk
stjohnssunshine@hotmail.co.uk

       Like our Facebook page!
St. John’s Sunshine Preschool Copthorne
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Visit us on Facebook 
Copthorne Social-Club

Copthorne Social Club
Copthorne Bank, RH10 3RE  
Tel: 07710 019516

JANUARY 2024 
27  Live Music:  
 UNDERCOVER PARTY PEOPLE

FEBRUARY
24  Live Music:  
 GRAFFITI

MARCH

24 BIG EASTER RAFFLE  
 Live music with  
 GEORGIE SINCLAIR

APRIL
27  Live Music:  
 THE RADARS

PLUS:
MEAT RAFFLE EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT  

What’s On Village events 
FEBRUARY

3 Scouts @  the Village Hall 
 Senior Citizen’s Party 
11 St John’s Church @ the Hub 
 Quiz Lunch 
22 St John’s Church 
 The Hiding Place
24 Worth Parish Council 
 Copthorne Community Clean Up 

MARCH

9 Scouts and Guides  
 Jumble Sale
9 @ the Hub  
 Big BreakfastORGIE S

APRIL

7 Worth Horticultural Society  
 Table Top Sale
21 St John’s Church  
 Back to Bach Harp Recital
 with Margaret Watson

Do you have regular or one-off events 
that you want to advertise to villagers? 
If so, and to see how you can join this 
column, contact us at... 
magazine@copthornechurch.org

DON’T MISS: THE 

BIG 
BREAKFAST  

Mims is the current 
MP for Mid-Sussex and 
prospective MP for the 
new constituency of East 
Grinstead and Uckfield, of 
which Copthorne is now a 
part.
This is a unique 
opportunity to meet a 
dynamic, local MP in what 
is sure to be an election 
year and ‘Ask the questions 
you always wanted to ask’.
Sign up via the St Johns 
website or call the Parish 
Church office on 01342 
712063.
Questions must be 
submitted in advance by 
February 23, by e-mail 
to hub.manager@
copthornechurch.org.
Payment in advance on 
sign up £15.

Saturday 9th March 
2024, 8:30 am   

@ the Parish Hub 
To hear Mims Davies MP  

talk about

 ‘Life in Westminster 
– what is it really 

like?’
and enjoy a hearty  
English breakfast.

Would you like to join the  

Copthorne Community Clean Up Group? 
Sign up by emailing enquiries@worth-pc.gov.uk  

or call on 01342 713407

Next date: 
9.30 am 
Saturday  

24 February
@ the Hub
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1st Copthorne  

If you would like to add your child to the waiting list for Scouting please visit our website  
1stcopthorne.scoutsites.org.uk or contact us at jill.creek@egscouts.org.uk or 07720 533875 

Both Beaver colonies had fun at their sleep-
overs in December. Ash and Oak Cubs had a 
cake baking competition and auction to raise 
money for Finlay, a young leader who gives his 
time to volunteer with Oak Pack each week, 
and who is taking part in a Scout jamboree to 
Norway. The Scouts finished the term with a go-
karting session at TeamSport in Crawley. 
All sections have fun programmes planned for 
2024. 
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We started the spring term with lots of games! 

If you would 
like to help 
Finlay with 
his goal to 
represent 
the UK at 
Roverway 
2024, a 
jamboree-
style event 
in Norway that brings together Scouts from all 
over Europe for an unforgettable experience, you 
can donate via his fundraising page at: https://
www.gofundme.com/f/finlay-norway-roverway-
jamboree-2024.
Finlay has 
been collecting 
Christmas trees 
around the 
village to raise 
money, and has 
other fundraising 
events planned 
for later in the 
year!

We wouldn’t be able to offer a fun and 
varied programme without our dedicated 
team of leaders. Both Beaver colonies could 
currently do with some extra help - you 
don’t have to help every week - we offer 
flexible volunteering. Please email us at: 
Contact1stCopthorneScouts@egscouts.org.uk 
for more information.
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For Volunteering Opportunities, Membership Information and Hall Bookings please contact: 
enquiries@girlguidingcopthorne.co.uk

 

 

ACTIVITIES IN THE AUTUMN TERM included a 
brilliant science-based evening for the Brownies with 
mul7ple flames, seemingly floa7ng in the air, mini 
explosions and this ‘magic globe’! 

Rainbows also enjoyed a science themed evening and 
made erup7ng volcanoes. 

The Guides tried a very different experiment . . . pain7ng 
in relay! Big brushes and large pots of paint added to the 
fun with amazing results. Can you work out what these 

part-painted masterpieces are 
going to be? 

As with every Christmas 
we have been busy and enjoying 
the season with ac7vi7es to 
match. 

Our leaders have given all the girls 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
excep7onal range of experiences 
Christmas offers. 

The Rainbows visited Glow Wild at 
Wakehurst for an aLer dark experience 
among the amazing lanterns. 

The Guide units have been on Christmas 
themed sleepovers with party games and 
secret Santa and lots of food-based 
ac7vi7es . . . Christmas dinner, cake and 
sweet making. 

Realising they are so lucky, 2nd Copthorne Guides decided to hold a special evening to raise funds in support of  
Y:AMHS, a charity in Crawley suppor7ng teenagers with mental health issues. The Guides had a fun evening with  
their mums and enjoyed Body Shop pampering ac7vi7es together while raising an amazing £200+ for the charity. 

 

 

We would like to thank 
everyone who supported us 
in 2023 and we look forward 

to seeing you all in 2024. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Nestled in the grounds of St John the Evangelist’s church, in the centre 
of the village, The Parish Hub makes the ideal choice for any celebration 
or event. 

Audio/Visual systems in both rooms  •  Fully equipped catering kitchen  •  Disabled access including lift  •  Hearing Loop  •  Air conditioned throughout
Wedding packages available  •  Corporate/Training  •  Parties/Celebrations  •  Baptism Parties  •  Funerals/Wakes  •  Groups/Clubs/Activities 

The large Main Hall and smaller South Room offer the community flexible hire spaces  
in a beautiful setting.  Fair, competitive rates for both casual and regular bookings. 

Activities in the Main Hall     Activities in the South Room                      

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

Springfit 

Springfit Fire Fitness

Cop Art Group

AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES AND EVENTS

Friday Friends  
(some Fridays) 

Morning                          Afternoon                           Evening
Springfit Gymnastics
copthorne@springfit.org
Fire Fitness
firefitnesspt@outlook.com
Apple Tree Yoga Spirit of Wellness
07853 902828 
prashant.bhojani44@gmail.com
Sadowski Dance 
Ballroom and Latin Dance Classes
info@sadowskidance.com
Pitman Yoga  
amanda.pitman@hotmail.com
Precision Pilates  
nicolakeogh@hotmail.com
Friday Friends  
Pam Harrison - 01342 717194
Pilates with Saddaff
07943519097

HIRERS DIRECTORY

CONTACT  
For hire of the South Room, 
please contact Hannah:  
deputyclerk@worth-pc.gov.uk

For hire of the Main Hall,  
please contact Tracey: 
parish.hub@copthornechurch.org 
07853 653649    

AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES AND EVENTS

Sadowski Latin Dance

Springfit 

Springfit 

AT A GLANCE CLASSES & GROUPS AT THE HUB

The Parish Hub, Borers Arms Road, Copthorne RH10 3ZQ      
www.copthorneparishhub.org           Copthorne Parish Hub   

Precision Pilates

Springfit

Apple Tree Yoga 

Sadowski Latin Dance
Pilates with Saddaff

YOUR PERFECT LOCAL VENUE!

‘Now fully air-conditioned, the ideal venue for exercise / fitness / dance classes as well 
as for your party or special event. Electronic piano available for singing / choir groups. 
Some day-time weekday slots are now available for regular hires at competitive rates.’

Sadowski Latin Dance

Springfit 

Springfit 

Pitman Yoga
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A local charity, Carers Support 
West Sussex (CSWS), are 
celebrating after being awarded 
£385,000 in National Lottery 
funding to work with carers 
through their innovative carer 
coaching programme. The local 
West Sussex charity will offer 
tailored coaching to 720 friend 
and family carers in West Sussex 
over three years, from April 2024. 
The groundbreaking programme 
seeks to improve carers’ 
emotional wellbeing and help 
achieve their personal goals.
Following on from a carer 
coaching pilot funded by West 
Sussex County Council, an 
independent evaluation by the 
University of Kent revealed that 
the coaching was perceived 
as overwhelmingly positive by 
participants. Several key themes 
emerged, such as carers gaining 
confidence, increased self-worth, 
shifting to a more ‘can do’ attitude, 
and feelings from the carers that 
they had more choice and control 

over their caring situation. Many 
carers identified being listened 
to, and having the space and 
‘permission’ to focus on their 
concerns in a supportive and safe 
environment, as primary benefits.
One carer who took part in 
the pilot scheme said: ‘When I 
started the coaching, I struggled 
to believe my life could be 
better. Now I play a sport, have 
done more social activities, and 
completed a mindfulness course’.
Sonia Mangan, CEO of CSWS 
says, ‘We’re delighted that The 
National Lottery Community Fund 
has recognised our work in this 
way. Now, thanks to National 
Lottery players we will be able to 
help 800 carers in West Sussex 
transform their lives to become 
more confident and make positive 
changes within their caring 
role. This coaching programme 
supports the very ethos of this 
charity’.
The National Lottery Community 

Fund recently launched its 
new strategy, ‘It starts with 
community’, which will underpin 
its efforts to distribute at least £4 
billion of National Lottery funding 
by 2030.
As part of this, the funder has four 
key missions, which are to support 
communities to come together, be 
environmentally sustainable, help 
children and young people thrive 
and enable people to live healthier 
lives.
National Lottery players raise 
over £30 million a week for good 
causes across the UK. Thanks 
to them, last year The National 
Lottery Community Fund was able 
to distribute over half a billion 
pounds (£615.4 million) of life-
changing funding to communities.
To find out more visit www.
TNLCommunityFund.org.uk

Carers Support Update

25,000 People Living With 
Dementia From Ethnically Diverse 
Backgrounds
Carers Support West Sussex 
(CSWS) have a bilingual memory 
navigator especially to help carers 
with South Asian backgrounds 
caring for someone with 
dementia.
Working at local charity, CSWS, 
Parveen Khan has an essential 
role as bilingual memory 
navigator in response to the fact 
that there are around 25,000 
people living with dementia from 
ethnically diverse backgrounds. 
This number is expected to 
double by 2026 with the steepest 
increase expected in South Asian 
communities.  
The Covid-19 pandemic has had a 
disproportionate impact on ethnic 
minority communities, who have 
experienced higher infection and 
mortality rates than the white 
population, shining a light on 
inequalities and highlighting 
the urgent need to strengthen 
action to prevent and manage 

ill health in deprived and ethnic 
minority communities.
Research also suggests 
people from ethnically diverse 
backgrounds often face delays 
in health diagnosis and barriers 
in accessing services. This can 
be due to a lack of awareness 
of suitable services, language 
barriers, access to translation 
services, mistrust, and concerns 
about cultural appropriateness. 
Carers told CSWS that they would 
benefit from having somewhere to 
come together regularly to share 
experiences, gain peer support 
and also, importantly, find out 
more about support available for 
themselves and the person living 
with dementia.
As a result, CSWS set up a group, 
called Yeh Dosti, which now 
meets monthly at Broadfield 
community center. Each session is 
based around a theme requested 
by the carers; for example, 
nutrition, seated exercises, health 
checks and fun activities such as 
culturally specific boardgames.  

One carer who has attended 
previous sessions said, ‘This group 
is really good, it will bring the 
diverse community together, it is 
much needed. It’s good to have a 
group where you can relax, have a 
chat but also get information’.
February’s group will feature a 
local lawyer presenting about the 
importance of wills and power 
of attorney. Future groups will 
feature home visits from the fire 
service, Age UK, Carers Health 
Team and other professionals.
The next Yeh Dosti group will take 
place on the 13th of February at 
Broadfield Community Centre, 
Broadfield Barton, RH11 9BA, 
from 10.30am to 12.00. Free 
entrance and refreshments.
For more information about these 
groups, how you can join or even 
the services available to you, 
please contact CSWS by phone 
on 0300 028 8888 or email info@
carerssupport.org.uk.
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MONDAY 0930-1130 Mutts with Manners 
Puppy training classes  
Lisa Childs: T: 01342 841725  
www.muttswithmannersdogtraining.com  

1800 Womens Group Personal Training with 
Marie & Star Fitness
1900 Boxercise with Marie & Star Fitness          
Pre-book: T: 07983 096813  
mariemarrin38@gmail.com

TUESDAY 1000-1200 Baby Ballet  
Contact: Miss Sophie on 07702 511295  
www.babyballet.co.uk/babyballet-school/crawley-east

1730 & 1900 Slimming World
Contact: Debbie on 07584 166228   
www.slimmingworld.co.uk/group/555535

WEDNESDAY 0900 and 1030 Slimming World
1600-1800 Youth Club for 10-15 years with Drew Sewell (WPC). No need to book.

THURSDAY 1000 - Sweaty Mamalates ‘With Baby’ 
1130 Sweaty Gym
Pre and Post Natal exercise class
Tel: 07925 544312 donnakelly@sweatymama.com

1800  Sweaty Mamalates ‘With Bump’  
1900  Clubbercise 
2000  Sweaty Bootcamp
Tel: 07925 544312 donnakelly@sweatymama.com

FRIDAY 0930-1030 Posture, Balance & Stretching Workout Class  Pre-book with Helen on 07838 381153

NEW - Friday 16th Feb, 15th March - 1300-1600 - Social Circle Afternoon - Every 3rd Friday 
Everyone welcome. Pop in anytime for a cuppa, cake, chat, raffle, games. Children welcome. £5pp. 
NEW - Wednesday 31st Jan, 21st Feb, 27th March - Every last Wednesday 
19.30 - The Pavilion Quiz (fundraiser) £5pp in teams of 6. BYO. Hot & soft drinks & crisps will be available 
to purchase. Raffle. PRE-BOOKING ESSENTIAL via:  bookings_csca@outlook.com att:Amanda/QUIZ.

SATURDAY Football - morning and afternoons. KGV Cafe - see our Facebook page for times.

SUNDAY Football - morning and afternoons. KGV Cafe - see our Facebook page for times.

MEETING ROOM               4th Tuesday of each month. 2-4pm.  Copthorne WI Craft Group for WI members.
To hire the Pavilion Main Hall or Meeting Room on a regular basis, email Suzanne at: bookings_csca@outlook.com.  

To stay up to date and to quickly book our new events, join our ‘newsy email’ by signing up via bookings_csca@outlook.com or via our Facebook page.

MEETING ROOM         4th Tuesday of each month. 2-4pm. Copthorne WI Craft Group for WI Members.

To hire the Pavilion Main Hall or Meeting Room on a regular basis, email Suzanne at: bookings_csca@outlook.com.
• All classes must be pre-booked with the above organisations. The applicable Covid-19 regulations must be followed.
• We are looking for volunteers to help us run both the sports field and the Pavilion. If this may interest you, please email us at: info@copthorne-sca.co.uk.
• See website for more details: www.copthorne-sca.co.uk. News & blog. This programme is a guide only and may change or cancel at short notice. It is your 

responsibility to check details with each individual organiser. 

The Copthorne Stoolball team has been 
running for over 40 years and we are looking for a 
new group of ladies to take over the team! You don’t 
have to live in Copthorne to join. The team consists of 
11 players with rules similar to cricket: https://www.
stoolball.org.uk/. 
We play as part of the North West Sussex league with 
the home games played at the Copthorne Pavilion field 
and have all the equipment required ready for the 2024 
summer season. The season starts in mid May through 
to the end of July with cup matches in August. 
If you’re interested in a fun, sociable pastime where 
you can get together with friends on a sunny summer 
evening please contact Tracey Price 07961 887504.

Copthorne Cricket Club are preparing 
for their second season at Copthorne following their 
temporary multi-year stay at Staplefield. Their first 
season back at the King George Field was a successful 
return and the club managed a creditable 6th place in 
the 10 team Division 8 of the Sussex Cricket League 
Central. At the presentation curry night in October, 
captain Stewart Cook challenged his players to go at 
least one better and achieve a top half finish. Aside 
from the league, Copthorne are also looking to bolster 
their midweek T20 diary and would welcome any 
interest from potential new players. 
Anyone interested in playing or seeking information 
can contact Paul Smart on 07913 493974.
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THE MARTINS 
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

  

THE CARING AND PROFESSIONAL  
SERVICE FOR WHICH WE ARE  
RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT 

 

38-40 Broadfield Barton,  
Crawley, RH11 9BA  

01293 552345 (24hrs) 
www.themartinsfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

 

Free parking in front of the premises or if you wish  
arrangements can be made in your own home. 

 

 

An established family concern owned by Alex Jones and family. 

  

 

HHaappppyy  FFeeeett  SSoonngg  aanndd  DDaannccee  
CCoommppaannyy    

Friendly and fun classes for ages 3-18! 

 Musical Theatre, Ballet, Street Jazz, 
Jazz, Lyrical, Tap, Adult Tap and 

Singing. 

For more information or to book a free 
trial contact principal Sarah Jones 

Email: sarahjones_happyfeet@outlook.com 

Phone: 07950 470493 

We are an established, thriving accountancy firm
with offices in Surrey, servicing clients across West
Sussex, East Sussex, Surrey and surrounding areas. 

We provide virtual, tailored accountancy services to
businesses of all sizes, across all sectors.

We have expertise working with SME’s, high growth
businesses as well as individuals. 

A team of knowledgeable, vibrant professionals, all
with the end goal to deliver results.

We are dedicated to empowering businesses to
achieve their full financial potential and have a
passion to provide high end finance support.

ABOUT US

OUR MISSION

Annual Accounts

Payroll & Pension

VAT Returns 

Bookkeeping 

Management Accounts

Self-Assessment

Company Secretarial

Finance Manager

SERVICES WE OFFER

0330 321 0978 www.amicaaccounting.com contact@amicaaccounting.com

50% 
off the first 3 months!

*T&C’s apply. Please see website for full terms 
and conditions*

NEW CLIENT
OFFER FOR

2024

“I would highly recommend the team at Amica Accounting for their efficiency,
thoroughness and attention to detail. Since moving to Amica Accounting, we

have a much better overview of our business and control of our finances”
Steve, ESSE Landscapes.

...and more!
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Advertise in  
this space  

for £64.80 per issue 
(back page price)

A.SAWYER GLAZING
ALUMINIUM & UPVC

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
Misted or Broken Sealed Units:  

from £50 + VAT

Hinges:  
from £45 + VAT

Espag Window Mechanisms:  
from £60 + VAT

FREE QUOTATIONS • NO CALLOUT CHARGE

07984983805
andrew.sawyer@virgin.net

KEEP YOUR NAME 
ON TOP OF THE 
COFFEE TABLE

IAN WOODCOCK
07939162771

GARDENOFEDENCOPTHORNE.COM

- LAWN/HEDGE CUTTING -
- BORDER MAINTENANCE -

- GARDEN CLEARANCE -
COPTHORNE & SURROUNDING AREAS


